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MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Technical Oversight Committee is to provide a wide range of technical service to the
Spray Polyurethane Foam industry such as, but not limited to:

1. Review existing documents and serve as a clearing house to ensure the “Continuity of Value” of
technical information published by SPFA and others concerning the products and services to our
industry;

2. Review, research, develop and issue documents concerning new products, systems and services AND

3. To identify, explore, develop, and communicate an understanding of technical issues facing our
industry.

The information provided herein, based on current customs and practices of the trade, is offered in
good faith and believed to be true, but is made WITHOUT WARRANTY, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, AS
TO FITNESS, MERCHANTABILITY, OR ANY OTHER MATTER. SPFA DISCLAIMS ALL LIABILITY FOR ANY LOSS
OR DAMAGE ARISING OUT OF ITS USE. Individual manufacturers and contractors should be consulted
for specific information. Nominal values which may be provided herein are believed to be
representative, but are not to be used as specifications nor assumed to be identical to finished
products. SPFA does not endorse the proprietary products or processes of any individual manufacturer,
or the services of any individual contractor.
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Most manufacturers recommend glycol ether-based solvents for cleaning SPF spray guns and parts from a safety
and handling point of view. These solvents are adequate for normal daily use. Small pressurized gun cleaning
manifolds and tanks are available and many times can eliminate or reduce the need to disassemble the spray
gun.
More aggressive solvents are widely available and can be useful in removing stubborn buildup. With more
aggressive solvents, it is especially important to not allow your parts to soak for extended periods of time
(overnight) in the solvents due the possible effects the solvents may have on the parts themselves.
Use separate trays to clean isocyanurate and resin (polyol blend) parts to prevent reaction within the liquid
solution, build up on parts and inadvertent switching of parts during reassembly.
Wash off parts, blow dry with compressed air and reassemble the cleaned gun (or other part). Don’t leave the
item to soak in the cleaning solvent.
A light coating of a manufacturer’s recommended grease, such as lithium based greases, applied to parts and orings during reassembly can reduce wear and tear associated with the disassembly and reassembly of the gun
and will reduce the amount of build-up that occurs during foam and coating application.
A supply of cleaning drill bits, dental picks, and brass brushes of different sizes should be kept in a dedicated box
for cleaning guns. Build-up and deposits found in the gun should be mechanically removed if at all possible.
Having a dedicated box for these tools will keep them in easy reach and make the task much faster and efficient.
Do not mix different gun cleaners (or other solvents) to avoid possible reactions which may produce hazardous
vapors or other dangerous conditions.
Using solvents which carry red (flammable) labels requires extra precautions. Keep these solvents away from
open flames, spark sources and other heat sources. Use metal containers and solvent trays, grounding the
container and person to prevent static sparking and possible flash fire hazard.
Acetone and MEK (methyl ethyl ketone) are not recommended as gun cleaning solvents due to their volatility.
These materials evaporate too quickly to be useful as a cleaning solvent and are highly flammable.
Occasional hardened deposits may require more aggressive cleaning by mechanical means or a more potent
solvent than the glycol ethers. Use only when needed.
As with any solvent, as well as isocyanurate and polyol blends:







Review MSDS information prior to use.
Use only in a well ventilated area.
Wear chemical rated gloves.
Wear eye protection
Dispose of waste properly
No Smoking

Gun cleaning solvents may be available from equipment and/or SPF suppliers.
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